How to Write an Effective Thesis Paragraph

The single most important element in your essay is your thesis paragraph; your grade is based on the sophistication of your thesis and how well you support your statement with both evidence and analysis. A good thesis paragraph makes your essay both easier to read and easier to write; this is important for all academic writing whether it be a timed, in-class exercise or a larger assignment written outside of class.

Writing an effective thesis is the starting point for students who really want to improve their essay writing.
EVERY well-developed thesis paragraph addresses 3 key tasks:

1. 
It establishes context for the question being asked in the original prompt.
2. 
It provides a sophisticated argument that answers and engages the original prompt.

3. 
It outlines the sub-topics, also known as Categories of Analysis ( COAs ), that will be 


used to support your thesis.  Otherwise known as the “sub-theses” !
=
The thesis is a roadmap that guides your writing toward its destination. 
________________________________________________________________________
1. Where are you coming from ? ( Point A )

a. 
Providing background or context to the question often may help you "jump start" your writing.
b. 
Background for your thesis justifies your understanding of your topic’s significance.
2. Where are you going ? ( Point B)  
a. 
A strong thesis expresses one main idea. e.g., "Nixon overall was a great president because..." 

"The New Deal was an effective policy in terms of...."
b. 
What is your overall answer in response to the prompt or topic at hand ?
3. How are you going to get there ? ( aka, turn- by-turn navigation )

a. 
A thesis will nearly always have multiple steps or supporting parts; the reason a thesis even exists 
at all is so that it can tie these multiple pieces together.
b. 
What are the sub-points or Categories of Analysis of your argument ( aka COAs, or sub-theses ) ?

_______________________________________________________________________
Finally, remember that a good thesis will both answer and engage the question by:

● Avoiding simple answers

● Introducing an accurate and sophisticated statement

● Showing judgment and independent reasoning
● NOT ( repeat after me, “NEVER !” ) simply repeating the prompt.  Do that, and get a grade of “DOA”
